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The Unconventional 
Tourer 
By Shane James
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I have always been told “You can’t tour in a sit-on-top 
kayak”. So, I had to prove them wrong. I planned a trip from 
Long Bay, Coromandel to Whitianga, a trip of just over 150 km, 
on my Malibu X13. I normally use this for fishing, and have 
personalized it with fish finder/chart plotter, underwater lights, 
bilge pump and a solar panel to keep my cell phone and VHF 
radio charged. With safety foremost in my mind, I planned to 
contact my partner on a regular schedule.

Day 1 

  The day was overcast and not looking too flash as I loaded up and 
got on the water. With showers settling in, it was a short paddle to Rabbit 
Island with its oyster covered rocky shore line. I decided to stay the night 
even though there was nowhere suitable for a tent. I bivied up in the flax 
bushes and settled in for the night. The wind picked up during the night 
and a rat ate a hole in my bag of mixed nuts, cheeky sod! They were right 
next to my head. 

Day 2

 I was up and on the water early heading for Colville, taking in 
Motukaramarama and Motuwi Islands. The weather had started to turn, and 

the wind picked up to 20 knots gusting 30. With the swell rising I decided 
to get off the water 5 kms from Colville and spent a night at Tukituki Bay, 
with the permission from the farm manager of course.  
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Day 3 

 After a windy night, I set off for Colville. No sooner had I pulled up on 
the beach, I was asked if I wanted a coffee, which I very quickly accepted. 
After a cuppa, I went to the office to find my camp site was about 1 km 
away. There was no way I could haul my laden kayak that far.  Coffee guys 
to the rescue! They hooked me up to a quad and towed my kayak on its 
trolley all the way to the camp site. I unloaded, set up camp and found a 
creek that gave me access to the sea at high tide. So, in went the kayak, 
and I spent the day fishing, with no luck. I had boil-in-a-bag meals with 
me and “Kaweka” buttered chicken was on the menu.

Day 4 

 The water was like glass when I left Colville and headed to Fantail Bay. 
With a trolling lure out, I took in one of the most beautiful coast lines in NZ, 
when bang!... the rod bent, the ratchet screamed, and I landed a very nice 
snapper. I stopped at Fantail Bay for lunch and to clean the fish. With this 
done, I headed to Port Jackson and my next stop-over. As I rounded the 
point I was presented with this amazing view of Port Jackson. I pulled up 
on shore, set up camp and cooked fresh fish for dinner: what more could 
you want? Even had a few campers come over and ask where I had come 
from. On telling them what I was doing, they thought me slightly mad. 

Day 5 

The morning was great, no wind and smooth seas. Next stop - Fletcher 
Bay. I got there at about 8.30 am and was rather rudely informed that I was 
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too early to set up camp, even though the camp ground was 
half empty. So, I lay under the trees and took in the scenery. 
To my surprise, a couple of people I had met in Port Jackson 
had driven around just to make sure I had arrived safely. It 
just goes to show; some people still look out for others.  With 
camp set up, I paddled out to Square Top Island looking for 
dinner – again no luck!

Day 6 

 The Pinnacles have a reputation of being difficult. I’d 
heard so many horror stories of going around it and was a 
little apprehensive, but the weather looked good and I set off 
for Stony Bay. It was an enjoyable paddle and arriving at this 
incredible bay I found a four-wheel goat track that connected 
the beach to the campground. I unloaded the kayak and left 
it on the beach. As Stony Bay is connected to Port Jackson 
by a walking track, I took time for a short walk into the hills 
before dinner.

Day 7 

After a restful night, the morning was bright, but the westerly 
had picked up. Paddling close to shore was the order of the 
day across Port Charles and on to Motukokopu Island and 
down to Rauporoa Bay. This part of the coast has a lot of 
small caves, dramatic cliffs and houses sitting in the middle 
of nowhere. The next logical stop was Waikawau Bay DOC 

Rock formations in Mercury Bay
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camp site. The westerly had picked up and as I rounded the 
northern point I had the wind against me, and the tide going 
out, it was a struggle paddling in. Just at this point, my lure 
hooked a big Kahawai! While landing it I was blown back 70 odd 
metres. Once ashore, I was informed that I was at the wrong 
end of the beach for the camp. I was too stuffed to paddle, so 
I walked the kilometre in the water pulling the kayak behind 
me. Leaving the kayak on the beach, I set up camp. Again, 
people asked where I had come from. I received several offers 
of dinner, with everyone wanting to hear about my journey. 
They probably thought “Keep the crazy guy happy and all will 
be ok”. Again, there are some wonderful people in this country. 
With the westerly blowing and a fresh cup of coffee, I told them 
tales of my trip so far.  I rose next morning to find my kayak 
covered in sand by the westerly wind.

Day 8 

Another early morning start on the way to New Chums 
Beach. Crossing Kennedy Bay with the wind and tide made for 
a choppy crossing, but on the other side a beautiful small bay 
only accessible by sea. This country still amazes me, when you 
find gems like this.  Once again, my lure worked, and I had fresh 
kahawai for dinner. New Chums is a busy little spot. Even with 
the access limited by a 20 min walk in or by boat, there were 
people everywhere and I came across my first fellow kayakers, 
a couple heading north. I had the beach to myself by dinner 
time and after my fresh fish and pot of tuatua’s, I lay down in 
the sand with my rod in the water until sunrise.

Day 9 

Another stunning morning, except for that dang westerly. It 
wouldn’t let up. Next stop - Whangapoua and a coffee shop. 
Time for some treats hmmm. I then carried on to Kuaotunu and 
Luke’s kitchen, which does one of the best pizzas around, or so 
I had been told in Waikawau Bay. Tried it, loved it, recommend 
it. So, feeling full, I headed off to Otama Beach where I stayed 
the night under a tree looking at the stars and a bright moon. 
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Day 10

The wind was up again, making it a hard paddle. The plan was to head 
over to Whaorei Bay, around to Opito and on to Red Bay past Motukoranga 
Island, stopping for lunch at Matapaua Bay then on to Horseshoe Bay. 
Again, I had the bay all to myself. I cooked dinner and then walked about 
a kilometre to get a phone signal to check in.

Day 11 

The last day of the trip, next stop Mercury Bay and Whitianga. A group 
of little blue penguins sitting on the mirror calm waters reminded me how 
beautiful this part of the country is. I don’t think I have done it justice, but I 
couldn’t cover everything from this trip. I just hope that my story gets you 
interested enough to find out for yourself. I arrived in Whitianga and while 
I waited for my ride home, was already planning my next trip; Whangaroa 
to Whangarei - can’t wait.

My journey may not have been conventional, but I wanted to show 
that you can tour on a sit-on-top. It may not be for everyone, but don’t 
let the opinion of others dissuade you from seeing the most beautiful, 
amazing country. Just remember; know your limits, plan for safety first and  
enjoy yourself. 

New Zealand Made • 
Top Quality UV Stabilized Plastic• 
Two Year Warranty• 

     All at Affordable Prices
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Sunset in New Chum Beach


